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REPORT. 


The  committee  on  the  subject  of  Medical  Edncation,  as  received 
from  the  American  Medical  Association,  begs  leave  to  report  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  American  Medical  Association,  at  its  meeting  in  1869,  inaugu- 
rated the  most  important  professional  movement  of  late  years. 

This  movement  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows  : 

It  starts  upon  the  basis  that  tlie  medical  schools  of  this  country 
entirely  control  the  entrance  into  the  profession,  and  that,  by  the 
increasing  number  and  increasing  competition  of  the  schools,  the 
profession  is  recruited  upon  too  low  a  standard  of  both  capacity  and 
qualification,  and  from  improper  material  ;  and,  further,  that  the 
schools  practically  refuse  to  correct  these  increasing  evils.* 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  entire  profession  is  falling  behind 
the  general  progress  of  modern  science,  and  does  not  fulfill  its  whole 
duty  either  to  itself  or  to  tlie  community.  Hence,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  the  profession  to  assume  the  control  of  admission  to  its  own 
ranks,  vs^ithout  regard  to  the  standards  of  the  schools,  and  to  adopt 
some  plan  of  discrimination  upon  the  basis  of  ascertained  capacity 
and  qualification. 

The  plan  proposed  is  the  establishment  of  boards  of  censors  in 
all  State  and  local  medical  societies.  These  boards  of  censors  are  to 
determine,  first,  the  capacity  and  qualifications  of  3''oung  men  who 
seek  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  medical  profession.  This  is  sought 
for  in  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  at  the  twenty- 
second  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  is 
self-evidently  at  the  basis  of  the  scheme  of  reform,  and  its  most 
important  feature  of  the  present  time  : 

"  Resolved^  That  each  State  and  local  medical  society  be  requested 
to  provide,  as  a  permanent  part  of  its  organization,  a  board  of  censors 
for  determining  the  educational  qualifications  of  such  young  men  as 

*  Siucc  this  action  by  the  National  Medical  Aseociation,  a  prominent  exception  to  this  charge  mny 
be  foaud  in  the  instance  of  Harvard  University. 
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propose  to  commence  the  study  of  medicine,  and  tliat  no  member  of 
such  societies  be  permitted  to  receive  a  student  into  his  office  until 
such  student  presents  a  certificate  of  proper  preliminary  education 
from  the  censors  appointed  for  that  purpose,  or  a  degree  from  some 
literary  college  of  known  good  standing." 

^^ext,  tlie  Association  aims  to  effect  a  gradual  change  in  the  present 
medical  organizations,  by  controlling  entrance  into  these  societies 
upon  the  basis  of  an  examination  by  boards  of  censors  of  all  candi- 
dates for  admission  to  membership.  This  is  sought  for  by  the  fol- 
lowing preambles  and  resolutions : 

"  Whereas,  The  history  of  medical  legislation  in  the  various  States 
of  the  Union  clearly  shows  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  either 
the  uniformity  or  the  permanency  of  any  laws  relating  to  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine ;  and, 

"  Whereas,  The  results  of  all  the  efforts  made  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  to  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  education,  through  con- 
cert of  action  among  the  numerous  medical  colleges  of  this  country, 
have  proved,  with  equal  clearness,  that  such  concerted  action,  in  an 
efficient  manner,  is  unattainable  ;  therefore,  be  it 

''''Resolved^  That,  whatever  is  done  to  establish  and  maintain  a  just 
and  fair  standard  of  medical  education  throughout  our  whole  country 
must  be  done  by  the  profession  itself,  through  its  own  voluntary 
orsranizations,  in  the  same  manner  that  it  now  establishes  and  enforces 
its  Code  of  Ethics.  The  profession  is  as  competent  to  declare,  through 
its  representatives  in  the  National,  State  and  local  societies,  what  shall 
be  the  standard  of  attainments  for  those  to  be  recognized  and  admitted 
into  its  ranks,  and  to  establish  the  boards  or  agencies  by  which  com- 
pliance with  such  standard  shall  be  ascertained,  as  it  is  to  declare 
what  shall  be  the  ethical  rules  governing  the  conduct  of  those  already 
admitted. 

Resolved,  Y^2X  this  Association  earnestly  requests  each  State 
Medical  Society  to  appoint  annually  one  or  more  boards  of  examiners, 
composed  of  five  thoroughly  competent  members,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  meet,  at  suitable  times  and  places,  for  the  examination  of  all 
persons,  whether  graduates  of  college  or  not,  who  propose  to  enter 
upon  the  practice  of  medicine  in  their  respective  States,  except  such 
as  have  been  previously  examined  and  licensed  by  a  similar  board  in 
some  other  State. 

"  Resolved,  That  each  State  Medical  Society  be  requested  to  make 
such  regulations  concerning  the  pay  of  the  board  of  examiners,  and 
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the  fee  to  be  charged  for  a  license  to  practice,  that  the  former  shall  in 
no  case  depend  upon  the  amount  received  for  the  latter. 

"  Itesolvcd,  That  each  State  Medical  Society  be  requested  to  require 
its  examining  board  or  boards  to  exact  of  every  applicant  for  examina- 
tion adequate  proof  that  he  Itasa  proper  general  education,  is  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  lias  pursued  the  study  of  iriedicine  three  full 
years,  one-half  of  wliich  time  shall  have  been  in  some  regularly 
organized  medical  college,  whose  curriculum  affords  adequate  facili- 
ties for  didactic,  demonstrative  and  hospital  clinical  insti'uction. 

"  liesolved,  Tliat  each  State  Medical  Society  be  requested  to  act 
on  the  foregoing  propositions  at  the  next  regular  annual  meeting 
after  the  reception  of  copies  of  the  same,  and  if  approved  and  adopted 
by  the  State  Medical  Societies  of  two-thirds  of  the  States,  this  Asso- 
ciation siiall  deny  representatives  from  all  organiz^itions  who  longer 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  same,  and  shall  recommend  the  State  socie- 
ties to  do  the  same  ;  and  all  persons  who  after  that  date  seek  to  enter 
upon  the  practice  of  medicine  without  first  receiving  a  license  from 
the  State  board  of  examiners,  shall  be  treated,  ethically,  as  irregular 
practitioners. 

"  Resolved^  That  in  adopting  the  foregoing  resolutions,  by  which 
it  is  proposed  to  treat  the  medical  college  diploma  the  same  as  the 
diploma  of  any  literary  college,  this  Association  is  actuated  by  no 
desire  to  injure  the  medical  schools  of  our  country.  On  the  contrary, 
bv  the  adoption  of  the  fourth  resolution,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
value  of  the  mere  college  diploma  is  practically  nullified,  it  is  the 
desire  and  confident  expectation  that  those  institutions  will  be  greatly 
benefited,  because  they  will  be  forced  to  rival  each  other  in  the 
extent  and  efliciency  of  their  courses  of  instruction,  instead  of  the 
number  of  diplomas  which  they  can  annually  distribute." 

Your  committee  fully  recognize  the  grave  necessity  for  this  move- 
ment, and  the  wisdom  of  the  proposed  plan  of  action,  and  would, 
were  it  possible,  add  to  tlie  forcible  expressions  of  the  committee  of 
the  National  Association  in  its  report,  herewith  reproduced,  and 
which  should  be  carefully  read  and  re-read  by  every  thinking  mem- 
ber of  the  profession. 

The  question  now  to  be  decided  is  how  far  this  Society  may  wisely 
go  with  the  best  ultimate  eflPect  upon  the  progress  of  this  vital  reform, 
which  is  certainly  inevitable,  if  the  profession  is  to  retain  its  impor- 
tant relations  to  the  community. 
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Eemembering  the  radical  changes  proposed  in  this  plan,  and  the 
liability  of  defeating  the  object  by  any  sudden  effort  on  the  part  of 
this  Society  to  control  its  constituents  in  the  way  proposed,  your  com- 
mittee conclude  to  recommend  that,  for  the  present  moment,  this 
Society  urges  upon  its  constituent  local  societies  the  especial  and 
careful  consideration  of  this  whole  subject,  with  a  view  to  further 
action,  so  that  all  delegates  may  come  to  this  body  after  mature 
thought  and  discussion  of  the  matter  in  all  its  complicated  bearings, 
and  in  readiness  to  act  with  that  decision  and  determination  which 
alone  can  make  any  action  effective  or  useful. 

Many  years  ago  this  Society  passed  a  resolution  recommending  the 
censors  of  the  county  medical  societies  to  examine  the  qualifications 
of  young  men  who  presented  themselves  to  become  students  of  medi- 
cine under  the  prcceptorsiiip  of  the  members  of  such  local  societies. 
Dr.  Bradford,  of  your  present  committee,  testifies  that  in  Cortland 
county  the  resolution  was  carried  out  by  the  board  of  censors,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  with  good  effect.  Tliis  initiatory  step  in  the 
movement,  which  now  underlies  this  entire  plan  as  proposed,  seems 
to  be  comparatively  simple  and  easy;  and  your  committee  advise  that 
it  be  now  recommended  to  the  local  societies  as  a  fundamental  por- 
tion of  the  plan,  and  as  an  indication  that  this  work  is  riow  to  be 
undertaken  in  greater  earnest  by  the  Society  ;  therefore, 

Resolved^  By  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
that  the  county  medical  societies,  which  constitute  this  Societ}',  direct 
their  several  boards  of  censors  to  examine  and  determine  the  educa- 
tional qualifications  of  such  young  men  as  propose  to  commence  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  to  certify  to  the  fitness  of  all  such  as  may  be 
found  qualified. 

Resolved^  That  the  censors  of  this  Society  for  the  several  districts 
be  and  are  hereby  constituted  boards  of  censors  for  examining  and 
certifying  such  qualifications  for  all  the  counties  within  their  several 
districts,  in  addition  to  the  censors  of  the  county  medical  societies. 

Resolved,  That  any  regularly  organized  board  of  censors,  whether 
of  the  State  or  county  societies,  be  competent  to  conduct  and  certify 
to  such  examinations,  for  all  persons  who  may  come  before  them  for 
the  purposes  herein  specified. 

Resolved,  That  no  member  of  any  medical  organization  repre- 
sented in  this  Society  be  permitted  to  receive  a  student  into  his  office 
until  such  student  presents  the  certificate  of  a  board  of  censors, 
showing  his  qualifications  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine. 
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Ileaolved^  That  the  accompanying  report  on  medical  education, 
adapted  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  together  with  this 
report  and  resolution,  be  printed  separately,  in  tlie  form  of  a  circular, 
and  be  sent  to  the  presiding  officer  of  all  the  organizations  repre- 
sented in  this  Society,  in  sufficient  numbers  to  supply  each  individual 
member  of  such  organizations. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  R.  Squibb, 
Ellsworth  Eliot, 
Geo.  W.  Bradford, 

Committee. 

By  Dr.  Gay  : 

Resolved^  That  the  action  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
at  its  twenty  second  session,  in  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions, 
meets  the  approval  of  this  Society  ;  and. 

Resolved^  That  any  county  medical  society  failing  to  comply 
with  this  request  shall  be  subject  to  the  discipline  of  this  Society. 
(Adopted.) 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


APPOINTED  AT  THE 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  New- 
Orleans,  IN  May,  1869,  to  present  certain  Resolutions, 

ADOPTED  BY  THE  ASSOCIATION,  TO  THE  SEVERAL  StATE  , 

Medical  Societies  and  ask  their  sanction 
OF  THE  same.    Read  May  2,  1871. 


[From  Transactions  American  Medical  Association,  1871.] 


Tour  committee  ask  leave  respectful!}^  to  report  as  follows : 
Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Associa- 
tion, held  in  New  Orleans,  May,  1869,  the  chairman  of  your  com- 
mittee caused  the  preamble  and  resolutions  referred  to  the  several 
State  Medical  Societies  to  be  printed  in  the  form  of  a  circular  letter  ; 
and  a  copy  of  the  same  was  sent  to  the  proper  officers  of  every 
State  Medical  Society,  the  existence  of  which,  and  the  address  of 
whose  officers,  could  be  ascertained.  The  resolutions  and  accompany- 
ing.letter  are  as  follows  : 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  Adopted  by  the  American  Medical 
Association,  in  May,  1869. 

Whereas,  The  history  of  medical  legislation  in  the  various  States 
of  this  Union  clearly  shows  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  either 
the  uniformity  or  the  permanency  of  any  laws  relating  to  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine;  and 

Whereas,  The  results  of  all  the.elForts  made  during  the  last.twenty- 
five  years  to  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  education,  through  con- 
cert of  action  among  the  numerous  medical  colleges  of  this  country, 
have  proved  with  equal  clearness  that  such  concert  of  action,  in  an 
efficient  manner,  is  unattainable;  therefore,  be  it 


Resolved^  That  whatever  is  done  to  establish  and  maintain  a  just 
and  fair  standard  of  medical  education  throughout  our  whole  country 
must  be  done  by  the  profession  itself,  through  its  own  voluntary 
organizations,  in  the  same  manner  that  it  now  establishes  and  enforces 
its  Code  of  Ethics.  The  profession  is  as  competent  to  declare, 
through  its  representatives  in  the  National,  State  and  local  societies, 
what  shall  be  the  standard  of  attainments  for  those  to  be  recognized 
and  admitted  into  its  ranks,  and  to  establish  the  boards  or  agencies 
by  which  compliance  with  such  standard  shall  be  ascertained,  as  it  is 
to  declare  what  shall  be  the  ethical  rules  governing  the  conduct  of 
those  already  admitted. 

Resolved^  That  this  Association  earnestly  request  each  State  Medi- 
cal Society  to  appoint  annually  one  or  more  boards  of  examiners, 
composed  of  five  thoroughly  competent  members,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  meet,  at  suitable  times  and  places,  for  the  examiiiation  of 
all  persons,  whether  graduates  of  colleges  or  not,  who  propose  to 
enter  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  in  their  respective  States,  except 
such  as  have  been  previously  examined  and  licensed,  by  a  similar 
board,  in  some  other  State. 

Resolved^  That  each  State  Medical  Society  be  requested  to  make 
such  regulations  concerning  the  pay  of  the  boards  of  examiners,  and 
the  fee  to  be  charged  for  a  license  to  practice,  that  the  former  shall 
in  no  case  depend  on  the  amount  received  from  the  latter. 

Resolved,  That  each  State  Medical  Society  be  requested  to  require 
its  examining  board  or  boards  to  exact,  of  every  applicant  for  exami- 
nation, adequate  proof  that  he  has  a  proper  general  education,  is 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  has  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  three 
full  years,  one-half  of  which  time  shall  have  been  in  some  regularly 
organized  medical  college,  wliose  curriculum  embraces  adequate 
facilities  for  didactic,  demonstrative,  and  hospital  clinical  instruction. 

Resolved,  That  each  State  Medical  Society  be  requested  to  act  on 
the  foregoing  propositions  at  the  next  regular  annual  meeting  after 
the  reception  of  copies  of  the  same,  and,  if  approved  and  adopted  by 
the  State  Medical  Societies  of  two-thirds  of  the  States,  this  Associa- 
tion shall  deny  representatives  from  all  organizations  who  longer 
refuse  to  comply  with  tiie  same,  and  shall  recommend  the  State 
societies  to  do  the  same  ;  and  all  persons  who  after  that  date  seek  to 
enter  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  without  first  receiving  a  license 
from  the  State  Board  of  Examiners,  shall  be  treated  ethically  as 
irregular  practitioners. 
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liesolvcd,  That  in  adoptinsj  the  foregoing  resolutions,  by  wliicli  it 
is  proposed  to  treat  the  medical  college  diploma  the  same  as  the 
diploma  of  any  literary  college,  tin's  Association  is  actuated  by  no 
desire  to  injure  the  medical  schools  of  onr  country.  On  the  con- 
trary', by  the  adoption  of  the  fourth  resolution,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  value  of  the  mere  college  diploma  is  practically  nullified,  it  is 
the  desire,  and  confident  expectation,  that  those  institutions  will  be 
greatly  benefited  ;  because  they  will  be  forced  to  rival  each  other  in 
the  extent  and  efticiency  of  their  courses  of  instruction,  instead  of 
the  number  of  diplomas  which  they  can  annually  distribute. 

Chicago,  July  1,  1869. 

A.  B.,  Secretary  of  

Dear  Sir. — Be  pleased  to  present  the  accompanying  preamble 

and  resolutions  to  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  ,  and  ask 

for  them  a  careful  consideration.  They  were  adopted  with  much 
unanimity  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  its  meeting  in 
New  Orleans,  in  May  last.  The  nndersigned  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee with  instructions  to  have  them  presented  to  all  the  State  Medi- 
cal Societies  in  our  country.  Please  inform  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  as  early  as  possible,  what  action  your  society  takes  con- 
cerning them,  and  much  oblige  yours  truly, 

N.  S.  DAVIS,  of  Chicago,  111. 

J.  M.  TONER,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

J.  S.  WEATHEBLY,  of  Montgomery,  Ala. 

A  copy  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions  was  also  furnished  to  all 
the  medical  periodicals  of  our  country. 

The  anniversary  meetings  of  many  of  the  State  Medical  Societies 
for  1869  had  been  held  before  the  meeting  of  this  Association  in  that 
year,  consequently  there  occurred  no  opportunity  to  procure  the 
action  of  such  societies  until  1870.  In  all  of  them,  at  least  so  far  as 
ascertained  by  your  committee,  the  communication  was  respectfully* 
received. 

In  a  large  majority  of  them  it  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  In  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  communication  was 
received,  discussed  and  laid  on  the  table,  without  indicating  any 
disposition  to  take  further  action  concerning  it. 

In  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  the  com- 
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ninriication  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  printed.  In  tlie 
State  Societies  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
Iowa,  Missouri,  Kentucky  and  Alabama,  it  was  received  and  referred 
to  special  committees,  whose  reports  have  either  not  been  made, 
or,  if  made,  have  not  been  definitely  acted  upon  by  their  respective 
societies.  In  the  Societies  of  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Wisconsin 
and  Kansas,  the  communication  was  received,  discussed  and  the 
several  propositions  fully  approved.  From  the  societies  of  the 
remaining  States  no  answer  to  the  communication  has  yet  been 
received  by  your  committee.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  recital 
of  facts  that  the  wliole  subject  is  still  under  consideration  in  the 
State  societies  of  a  large  majority  of  the  States.  And  here  it  might 
be  thought  best  to  leave  it,  until  a  more  complete  expression  had 
been  received,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that,  since  the  action  of  this 
Association,  submitting  the  subject  to  the  State  Medical  Societies, 
additional  circumstances  have  been  developed,  having  an  important 
bearing  in  favor  of  some  action  by  such  societies.  Although  the 
second  part  of  the  preamble,  accompanying  the  resolutions,  referred 
to  the  State  societies,  assumed  that  efficient  concert  of  action  by  the 
medical  colleges  of  this  country  M'as  unattainable,  yet  there  was 
pending  an  unfinished  movement,  having  for  its  sole  object  the  pro- 
curement of  such  concert  through  the  agency  of  a  convention  of 
delegates  from  the  schools  alone.  One  meeting  had  been  held  in 
Cincinnati,  in  May,  1867,  which  resulted  in  the  harmonious  adoption 
of  a  very  desirable  revision  of  the  whole  system  of  medical  college 
instruction  in  our  country.  But  so  large  a  number  of  colleges  were 
not  represented,  that  its  action  was  made  simply  recommendatory, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  present  the  plan  adopted  to  all  the 
medical  college  faculties,  and,  if  necessary,  to  call  another  conven- 
tion. After  the  whole  subject  had  been  before  the  colleges  for  two 
years,  the  committee  deemed  it  advisable  to  call  a  second  convention, 
which  was  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  May,  1870.  The 
representation  present,  however,  was  no  more  complete  than  in  the 
first  convention,  and  several  of  those  who  were  present,  representing 
some  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential  colleges  in  the  country,  dis- 
claimed having  any  authority  to  take  such  action  as  would  be  bind- 
ing upon  the  institutions  they  represented,  and  hence  the  second  con- 
vention ended  in  simply  reaffirming  the  recommendations  of  the  first ; 
but  without  the  least  provision  for  carrying  them  into  practical 
operation. 
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This  not  only  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  preamble  referred  to,  but 
it  was  the  completion  of  an  unsuccessful  series  of  efforts  on  the  part 
of  this  Association  to  accomplish  the  great  leading  object  of  its 
organization,  namely,  the  elevation  of  the  general  standard  of  educa- 
tion in  our  profession.  The  Association  has  now  a  historical  record 
of  twenty-five  years.  A  few  of  its  founders  saw  clearly  from  the 
beginning  that  the  great  barrier  in  the  way  of  substantial  progress 
was  the  union  of  the  teaching  and  licensing  exclusively  in  the  hands 
of  an  ever-varying  number  of  colleges,  necessarily  engaged  in  an 
active  rivalry  or  competition  with  each  other  as  to  the  number  of 
students  they  should  teach  and  license  or  graduate.  But  their  view^s 
were  regarded  as  too  radical,  and  the  Association  busied  itself  during 
the  first  twenty  years  (so  far  as  this  subject  is  concerned)  in  annually 
listening  to  reports  from  standing  committees  on  medical  education, 
and  in  passing  resolutions  and  recommendations  for  the  medical  col- 
leges to  execute. 

Many  of  the  rey)orts  contained  criticisms  upon  the  schools  unne- 
cessarily severe,  and  many  of  the  recommendations  related  to  details 
of  college  organization,  concerning  the  propriety  of  which  each  col- 
lege is  its  own  best  judge.  But  both  alike  were  practically  unheeded 
by  the  schools.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Association  in  1866,  appa- 
rently wearied  with  the  monotony  of  its  own  action  through  the 
twenty  previous  years,  it  dropped  all  further  attempts  to  dictate  to 
the  colleges  on  this  subject,  and  sent  out  an  urgent  request  that  those 
institutions  would  send  delegates  to  a  convention  of  their  own,  and 
make  such  revision  of  the  system  of  medical  education  as  they  might 
deem  best.  It  was  in  response  to  this  invitation  that  the  Medical 
College  Convention  of  1867  was  held  in  Cincinnati,  and,  as  a  sequel, 
the  second  convention  in  Washington  in  1870.  As  is  well  known, 
both  were  failures,  so  far  as  direct  practical  results  from  concert  of 
action  are  concerned;  but,  nevertheless,  both  of  great  value  indi- 
rectly— first,  by  the  lull  confession  contained  in  their  proceedings 
that  the  present  system  of  medical  college  organization  and  instruc- 
tion is  extremely  detective,  and  the  promulgation  of  some  very  valu- 
able suggestions  for  its  improvement ;  and  second,  by  the  complete 
demonstration  of  the  fact  that  the  profession  had  no  longer  anything 
to  hope  from  further  efforts  to  procure  practical  concert  of  action  on 
the  part  of  the  colleges. 

It  might  be  thought  paradoxical  that  we  claim  this  latter  result 
as  one  of  value  ;  but  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  when  the  minds 
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of  a  large  body  of  men,  like  the  members  of  the  medical  profession 
of  America,  are  to  be  directed  towards  the  accomplishment  of  some 
object  of  primary  importance,  the  more  clearly  the  impracticable 
methods  of  reaching  that  object  are  ascertained,  the  more  speedily 
will  they  be  concentrated  on  the  method  that  is  practicable.  View- 
ing the  past  history  of  this  Association  in  this  aspect,  we  cannot  agree 
with  those  who  regard  its  elforts  to  advance  the  cause  of  medical 
education  as  useless.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  shown  by  abundant 
trial  that  neither  reports,  however  ably  written,  nor  resolves  often 
repeated,  will  accomplish  the  desired  end. 

It  has  shown  with  equal  force  that  practical  concert  of  action 
among  thirty  or  forty  medical  colleges,  dispersed  over  two-thirds  of 
a  continent,  and  liable  at  all  times  to  have  their  number  increased 
by  any  half  dozen  members  of  the  profession  who  should  choose  to 
organize  themselves  into  a  medical  college  faculty,  is  impossible. 
These  results  have  greatly  narrowed  the  field  of  future  operations, 
and  have  prepared  the  way  for  concentrating  the  minds  of  the 
whole  profession  on  the  only  feasible  route  to  the  goal  at  which  they 
aim.  That  goal  is,  a  higher  standard  of  education,  and  greater  use- 
fulness for  the  profession  ;  and  the  route  leading  to  it  is  indicated  by 
the  first,  second  and  fourth  resolutions  adopted  in  1869. 

The  first  announces  the  great  fundamental  truth,  "  that  whatever 
is  done  to  establish  and  maintain  a  just  and  fair  standard  of  medi- 
cal education,  must  be  done  by  the  profession  itself,  through  its  own 
volnntar}'  organization."  It  must  cease  calling  on  Hercules  and  put 
its  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  if  it  would  see  the  car  of  progress 
move  onward  and  upward  in  its  proper  course. 

To  invite  the  interference  of  legislative  bodies,  either  State  or 
Kational,  is  to  place  our  interests  in  the  hands  of  a  power  wholly 
incompetent  to  comprehend  either  our  wants  or  the  wants  of  the 
community  at  large — a  power  which,  in  medical  matters,  has  thus 
far  proved  as  unstable  as  the  sands  on  the  beach,  being  swayed  by 
every  popular  breeze  of  quackery,  and  touching  our  interests  only 
to  embarrass  them.  Neither  of  the  other  learned  professions  asks 
for  the  interposition  of  legislation.  The  one  regulates  the  qualifi- 
cations and  conduct  of  its  members  through  its  organized  dioceses, 
synods,  conferences,  etc. ;  and  the  other,  through  the  examinations 
of  the  judges  of  the  various  courts.  And  it  only  needs  a  more 
perfect  organization  to  enable  our  profession  to  exercise  an  efficient 
control  over  everything  pertaining  to  its  honor  and  usefulness. 
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To  appeal  to  the  medical  colleges  further,  after  the  experience  of 
the  last  twenty  years,  would  be  ioWy.  An  ever-varying  number  of 
institutions,  each  invested  with  certain  chartered  rights,  subject 
to  constant  changes  and  necessary  rivalries,  cannot,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  establish  and  maintain  that  concert  of  action  which  is  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  the  objects  so  much  needed  by  our  profession. 
The  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  medical  students  do  not  enter  a 
medical  college  until  they  have  passed  one-third  or  one-half  of 
their  period  of  study,  and  then  often  change  from  one  college  to 
another  in  their  progress,  renders  it  impracticable  for  such  institu- 
tions either  to  regulate  the  preliminary  education  of  students,  or  to 
preserve  any  uniform  standard  of  medical  acquirements. 

Medical  colleges  should  bB  regarded  simply  as  institutions  for 
imparting  instruction  in  all  the  departments  of  medical  science  and 
art.  Restrict  them  to  this  one  grand  object,  and  all  their  rivalries 
would  tend  directl}'  to  elevate  their  character  and  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  their  usefulness.  It  is  only  when  they  go  beyond  this  one 
noble  purpose,  and  grant  degrees  that  are  regarded  as  a  license  to 
practice  medicine  and  surgery,  that  they  admit  an  element  into 
their  rivalry  that  necessarily  tends  downwards.  Place  the  colleges 
in  a  position  where  the  student,  in  choosing  which  he  sliall  attend, 
has  the  sole  question  before  him,  where  can  I  gain  the  greatest 
amount  of  medical  knowledge  for  a  given  sacrifice  of  time  and 
moneij  ?  and  every  impulse  of  his  nature  impels  him  towaids  the 
school  whose  curriculum  is  most  complete,  whose  facilities  for  demon- 
stration and  clinical  instruction  are  the  most  ample,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  whose  faculty  have  attained  the  highest  reputation.  And 
this  would  necessarily  compel  the  schools  to  make  their  rivalry  or 
competition  in  the  same  direction.  But  leave  the  colleges  in  a  posi- 
tion where  the  main  question  in  the  mind  of  the  student,  when 
choosing  which  he  will  attend,  is,  where  can  I  gain  the  diploma 
whicii  will  admit  me  into  the  ranks  of  the  profession  in  the  shortest 
time,  and  with  the  least  expenditure  of  money  f  and  you  just  as  cer- 
tainly retain  in  them  an  element  that  strongly  tends  to  keep  the  col- 
lege curriculum,  the  term  of  lectures,  and  the  standard  of  acquire- 
ments, as  low  as  is  possible  without  losing  even  the  semblance  of 
respectability. 

These  positions  are  founded  on  laws  of  social  science  and  mental 
philosophy,  as  fixed  in  their  operation  as  the  laws  that  govern  the 


physical  world.  And  they  are  abundantly  confirmed  by  the  history 
of  the  profession,  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

They  point  with  the  clearness  of  matlieinatical  demonstration  to 
the  truth  already  announced,  that  the  profession  itself,  in  its  asso- 
ciated capacity,  alone  possesses  the  power  and  sustains  the  respon- 
sibility of  regulating  and  enforcing  the  general  standard  of  educa- 
tion for  all  of  its  members. 

And  the  sooner  this  Association,  as  the  representative  of  the  whole 
profession,  clearly  recognizes  its  own  responsibility,  and,  instead  of 
continuing  vain  attempts  to  shift  that  responsibility  upon  medical 
colleges  by  reiterating  resolutions  about  the  length  of  lecture  terms, 
college  fees,  etc.,  brings  the  combined  influence  of  its  wisdom  and 
power  to  bear  upon  the  State  and  local  societies  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  three  following  objects,  the  sooner  will  it  accomplish  the 
great  leading  object  of  its  own  organization.  These  objects  are  : 
First,  to  agree  upon  a  fair,  reasonable  standard  of  education  to  be 
exacted  of  the  student  before  he  is  permitted  to  commence  his  medi- 
cal studies.  Second,  to  define  what  shall  constitute  a  fair  standard 
of  medical  education  to  be  required  as  a  condition  of  admission  into 
the  ranks  of  the  profession.  Third,  to  procure  the  establishment  of 
suitable  tribunals  or  boards  of  examiners  in  each  State,  for  practically 
enforcing  both  the  standard  of  preliminar}'^  and  of  medical  education. 
In  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  by  which  the  medical  colleges  would 
become  restricted  to  their  legitimate  sphere  of  teaching,  great  care 
should  be  taken  to  have  the  regulations  of  the  examining  boards 
such,  that  each  medical  student  would  find  it  necessary  to  spend  a 
fair  share  of  his  period  of  study  in  such  schools  as  possessed  all  the 
advantages  necessary  for  imparting  adequate  instruction  in  every 
department  of  medical  knowledge.  By  doing  this,  we  should  indi- 
rectly do  more  to  elevate  the  character  of  our  medical  colleges,  than 
all  the  direct  attempts  to  interfere  with  them  have  accomplished 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  A  careful  examination  of  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  in  1869,  and  read  in  the  beginning  of  this  report,  will 
show  that  they  provide  for  all  the  objects  here  set  forth,  except  that 
relating  to  preliminary  education.  And  yet  this  is,  perhaps,  of  more 
practical  importance  than  any  other.  It  has  long  been  the  some- 
what sarcastic  reply  of  those  connected  with  the  medical  colleges, 
when  accused  of  graduating  incompetent  students,  that  the  schools 
do  the  best  they  can  with  the  material  sent  to  them  from  the  oftices 
of  private  preceptors.    And  from  many  years  of  observation,  both 
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as  practitioners  and  teachers,  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  if  some 
method  could  be  devised  by  which  every  young  man  entering  upon 
the  study  of  medicine  should  be  required  to  have  a  respectable  gen- 
eral education,  it  would  speedily  result  in  a  marked  elevation  of  the 
educational  character  and  usefulness  of  the  whole  profession.  Deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  views  expressed  in  this  report, 
your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions 
in  addition  to  those  adopted  in  1869  : 

Resolved,  That  each  State  and  Local  Medical  Society  be  requested 
to  provide,  as  a  permanent  part  of  its  organization,  a  board  of  cen- 
sors for  determining  the  educational  qualifications  of  such  young 
men  as  propose  to  commence  the  study  of  medicine,  and  that  no 
member  of  such  societies  be  permitted  to  receive  a  student  into  his 
office  until  such  student  presents  a  certificate  of  proper  preliminary 
education  from  the  censors  appointed  for  that  purpose  or  a  degree 
from  some  literary  college  of  known  good  standing. 

Resolved,  That  a  more  complete  organization  of  the  profession 
in  each  State  is  greatly  needed  for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  more 
efficient  basis  both  for  educational  and  scientific  progress. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  continuing  the  correspondence  with  the  State  Medical  Societies, 
and  of  asking  their  earnest  attention  to  the  foregoing  resolutions  in 
addition  to  those  submitted  for  their  action  in  1869. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

K  S.  DAYIS. 

J.  M.  TONEE. 

J.  S.  WEATHERLY. 


